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In above twenty years, that I have known something of
Courts, I never observed so many odd, dark, unaccountable
circumstances in any public affair. A majority against the
Court, carried by five or six depending Lords, who owed
the best of their bread to pensions from the Court, and who
were told by the public enemy, that what they did would
be pleasing 'to the Queen, though it was openly levelled
against the first Minister's head: again, those whose purse-
strings and heart-strings were the same, all on a sudden
scattering their money to bribe votes:1 a Lord, who had
been so far always a Tory, as often to be thought in the
Pretender's interest, giving his vote for the ruin of all his
old friends, caressed by those Whigs, who hated and ab-
horred him:s the Whigs all chiming in with a Bill against
Occasional Conformity;3 and the very Dissenting ministers
agreeing to it, for reasons that nobody alive can tell ;4 a
resolution of breaking the treaty of peace, without any
possible scheme for continuing the war; and all this owing
to a doubtfulness, or inconstancy in one "certain quarter,
whicll, at this distance, I dare not describe;5 neither do I
fifflhsS^on^person, though deepest In "affairs, who can tell
what steps to take. On January the 2nd, the House of
Lords is to meet, and it is expected, they will go on in
their votes and addresses against a peace.

On the other side, we are endeavouring to get a majority,
and have called up two Earls* sons to the House of Peers ;
and I thought six more would have been called, and per-
haps they may before Wednesday. We expect the Duke
of Somerset6 and Lord Cholmondeley7 will lose their
places; but it is not yet done, and we wish for one more
change at Court, which you mustjguess.8 To know upon

t       l The allusion Is to the part supposed to have been taken by the
Duke and Duchess of Marlborough.

2  Nottingham is of course the person indicated.

3  Supra, p. 38, n. 2.

4  There was a very notable exception, however, in the person of the
Rev. John Shower ("D. N. B.," lii, 162).  In Appendix VII there will be
found a letter from him to Harley, deploring the course taken by his
brethren, together with a reply which is said to have been written by
SwifL

5  The Queen, who was then supposed to be more under the influence
of the Duchess of Somerset than of Mrs. Masham.

6  Suprt^ p. 278, n. 2.                            7 Supra, p. 195, n. 3.

8 The removal of the Duchess of Somerset was the much desired
event Swift's occupation that Christmas had been the compositionhe had gone to Bath for her health, as
